Actors’ Cult’s 

LEAFLET

	Play Name : Dastangoi
Group Name : Team Dastangoi
Language :     Urdu/Hindi 
Writer     Tilism-e-Hoshruba Dastan (Traditional): Syed Muhammad Husain Jah Dastan-e-Taqseem-e-Hind (The Partition Dastan) Conceived/ Compiled/ Adapted by Mahmood Farooqui, Danish Husain & Anusha Rizvi
Director           Mahmood Farooqui
Duration : (With or Without Interval) 2 Hours with Interval
Date 16 Nov, Saturday| Time 6pm & 9pm| Prithvi Theatre 
Synopsis : Three tales in the traditional Urdu storytelling form of Dastangoi. Two from the epic text 'Tilism-e-Hoshruba' where Amar Aiyyaar, the chief trickster & Amir Hamza's friend, with his disciples foil the mighty Hoshruba Emperor Afrasiyab's plan to imprison him. He tricks both Afrasiyab's sorcerers Aazar and Mahtaab Jadoo in disbelieving their own magical powers, and eventually kills them. And a tale of the Partition of the Indian Subcontinent in 1947, Dastan-e-Taqseem-Hind, which brings to the fore the absurdity and the tragedy of this cataclysmic event. 

Tilism-e-Hoshruba is an eight volume sub-section of the forty-six volume complete cycle of the Dastan-e-Amir Hamza published by the Naval Kishore Press, Lucknow between 1880 and 1911. It’s a literary marvel uniquely weaving literature, poetry, performance, & storytelling into one grand romance epic. Co-authored by many eminent dastangos of its time, the prominent being Syed Muhammad Husain Jah, these stories mark the pinnacle of Dastanic traditions and Urdu literature. 

The two traditional stories begin with Afrasiyab, the emperor of the magical realm (tilism) of Hoshruba, imprisoning Amir Hamza’s grandson, Asad. Amar Aiyyaar, the trickster supremo & Amir Hamza’s friend, enters the magical realm of Hoshruba with his disciples, chief among them – Barq Firangi, Mehtar Qiran, Jaansoz, & Zargham Sherdil – to rescue Asad Ghazi, & to defeat Afrasiyab’s evil forces. Afrasiyab in return dispatches a series of sorcerers to kill Amar and his disciples. The first story has a sorcerer (saahir) named Aazar Jadoo carrying with him a magical portrait which identifies any aiyyaar (trickster) that accosts him in a disguise. The story is about how Amar and his disciples trick him in to not looking in to the portrait. The second story is about a sorcerer Mahtaab Jadoo creating talking birds that identify the aiyyars but the aiyyars trick him to disbelieve his own magical birds. 

The Partition Dastan is a dastanic take on the tragedy and the absurdity of the partition of India in 1947. It generously borrows from the Partition literature (Manto, Rahi Masoom Raza, Intizar Husain, et al), academic work (Vazira Zamindar, et al), archival records, poetry from that period, and then all this is woven with our own narrative to bring alive the sub-continental tragedy for the audiences. 


Cast : Danish Husain, Rajesh Kumar, Rana Pratap Senger, & Darain Shahidi.





